
others, and never put off by 
our personal foibles. Betsy is 
missed and will continue to 
be missed by the many who 
have crossed her path in life.   
 Claudia Brown 
More memories of Betsy 

It was a privilege to know 
Betsy. Although our paths 
seldom crossed, each time we 
met it was as though we had 
known each other for years. I 
felt comfortable in her pres-
ence and she gave me the 
sense that, no matter what the 
circumstances, “everything 
will be OK.” She had a won-
derful sense of humor, and it 
was a joy to be in her com-
pany, especially when we had 
“lunch with the girls.” She 
did more than her share of the 
volunteering. Wherever there 
was a need, she was there, 
and always with a smile. If I 
was to be asked why I enjoy 
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If it was summer with 
more people on the island, I 
would have asked many of 
you for your thoughts of 
Betsy on her passing from 
this life. Because, if you 
knew Betsy, you were her 
friend, because she was eve-
ryone’s friend.  She was gra-
cious and caring, and over-
looked all of our shortcom-
ings as human beings. I met 
Betsy Walcott through the KI 
Historical Association when I 
worked with the gift shop 
closely one year and I was 
told that she might help or-
ganize the volunteers. When I 
called her and asked her to 
once again volunteer her 
time, she said yes. She con-
tinued to be our coordinator 
for the gift shop volunteers 
even though she was locked 
in a struggle with cancer for 
several years. She was always 
cheerful, always asking about 

Making Kel leys  Is land History  Everybody ’s  Business  

Rosella (Elfers) Beatty diary excerpts 

living on Kelleys Island, I 
would say it is because of peo-
ple like Betsy.  
 Mary Lou Gilles 

 
Arti Mader has allowed us 

to re-print excerpts from what 
she wrote to Betsy’s family:   

Betsy was a special, classy 
lady. Although I went to high 
school with her, she was an 
upperclassman, and we didn’t 
know each other. As a lowly 
freshman, and new to the 
school, I was in awe of her.  
Betsy was a special, classy 
lady.   

Later, when we met on Kel-
leys Island, I found that she 
was still one cool lady.  She 
was  honest and unpretentious, 
kind, thoughtful, and generous-
-qualities that are hard to find 
in people today.   

I found that I could talk to 
her about just (cont. page 2)     

     This is a continuation of 
the Rosella Beatty diary that 
we had printed a portion of in 
our last newsletter.  For 
Rosella’s background infor-
mation please see page  5. 
Tuesday, March 16 
Temp 50. Very windy S to 
SW.  Henny went to special 
council meeting at R.  
Brown's.  Radio said boat 
was coming Friday. Washed, 
ironed, mended and baked. 
[Roland Brown] 

Wednesday, March 17 
Temp 30. Cloudy and 
damp.  Sonny and Herb 
brought boats over.  Washed 
my kitchen ceiling and cleaned 
dresser drawers.  Talked to Ila 
and Gerry on phone (Rosella’s 
daughters). [Sonny Elfers and 
Herb Bickley] 
Thursday, March 18 
Temp 33.Beautiful clear 
day.  Henny and Orv left with 
Hinde  a t  8  A.M. to  
get their boats.  I'm washing 
and cleaning.  [Orv is Orville 
Lange] 

Cont., Pg. 2 
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Rosella’s Diary, cont. 

about anything, and she always had something interesting or 
funny to say, or a perspective that I hadn’t thought of.  

She will be missed not only by you and your families, but 
also by those of us who were her friends.  She really added 
something rare and special to our island women’s group, and 
it’s hard to know that she won’t be joining us in our summer 
silliness.   

Our Red Hat Society president, Jane Wick, sent all of us 
members a card near Valentine’s day, that contained this mes-
sage: “God gave us memories so we could have roses in winter 
and mothers forever.”  This seems an especially true sentiment 
for all of us right now.  

 I do want to add that at her memorial service, one of her 
friends said that she and Betsy had been having a glass of wine 

Tribute to Betsy, cont. in the garden, and a cardinal flew by.  Betsy said, "In my next 
life, I want to come back as a cardinal."  The friend said that 
when next we see a cardinal, just think of it as Betsy dropping 
by to say hi! I thought that was a lovely story.   

The next morning, at home, when I went to let the dogs 
out, there was the biggest, brightest, fattest, red cardinal you 
ever saw, and we haven't had many cardinals around this win-
ter in our hemlock tree--I just looked up and said, "Hi, 
Betsy!"  It's nice to have such a happy remembrance of Betsy.  

She was one very special lady, and she fought her cancer 
with such dignity. Once last summer when I told her I ad-
mired her courage in the face of all she was battling, she 
downplayed her bravery, and said, "You do what ya' gotta 
do."  She didn't dramatize it or anything else, she just said it 
like it was, and that's what was special about Betsy.  

    Arti Mader 

Friday, March 19 
Temp 50.  Went to town.  Very rough - S wind.   Hurricane in 
afternoon at 1:30.  Demolished Sonny's airplane and Bob was 
in school that was hit. Stayed with Madeline all night.  Much 
damage to Island.  Trees and chimneys were toppled.  Our dock 
was tilted.  First trip of boat. [Sonny Elfers] 
Saturday, March 20 
Temp 60.  Came home at 9:00 a.m.  Mary and I and kids took 
ride and viewed damage.  Ila and Gerry came on the 
boat.  Henny set the first nets - 5. Rita came home with baby. 
[Rita Betzenheimer and the baby is Teri Betzenheimer] 
Sunday, March 21 
Set 5 more nets.  Rain storm with lightning and thunder in eve-
ning.  Very foggy most of day.  Gerry left with Hershberger at 
3:40 p.m. [Hershberger was a plane pilot & flew to Kelleys 
Island]  
Monday, March 22 
Temp 52 degrees.  Washed.  Wayne came at 9 a.m..  Ila left on 
8 o'clock boat. 
Tuesday, March 23 
Temp 40.  Northeast.  First lift today - 13 boxes.  [fishing with 
nets] 
Wednesday, March 24 
Fair.  Set four nets out line.  Helped Mary M. get side altar 
ready for Holy Thursday.  Wayne and I raked the whole yard. 
[Mary Marchky] 
Thursday, March 25 
Weather NE. and cold.  Went to 7:30 Mass on Holy Thurs-
day.  Church cold and door was open when we got home - 
nearly froze.  Had 16 boxes fish.  Went to services at 7 
PM.  Had choir practice after.  Hear Howie Brown has Post 
Office. [Howard Brown will be next Postmaster] 
Friday, March 26 
Windy and warm.  Services a 7:30 AM.  No afternoon Service 
but again at 7 PM.  Helped Mary Marchky fix altar.  Gerry 
came home with Hershberger for $1.15 and missed the 3 
o'clock boat.  Wayne left at 2 o'clock for Sandusky - forgot fish 
- Sonny took them over.  Had 14 boxes of fish out of 4 nets out 
at the line.  Blew fresh from the south in the afternoon.  

Saturday, March 27 
Went to Church at 7 AM.  Kids came on 4 o'clock 
boat.  Wayne, Marion, Ila and Jim. [James Himmelein, daugh-
ter Ila’s future husband] 
Sunday, March 28 
Went to 9 o'clock Easter Mass.  Nice day about freezing around 
25 degrees.  Nice sunny afternoon. 
Monday, March 29 
Went to pot luck supper at Marquette.  Had a good supper and 
time.  23 boxes fish around Island. [Marquette was Marquette 
School at the corner of Woodford Rd. and Addison St., the 
Catholic School and Social Hall aka Marquette Hall after the 
school closed] 
Tuesday, March 30 
34 boxes fish out of 6 nets at line.  Very windy.  Temperature 
26. Ila left on 2 o'clock boat. 
Wednesday, March 31 
Barometer way down.  Spring storm - rain and wind southeast 
to south strong.  5 boxes out of 7 nets around island.  Cleaned 
attic. 
Thursday, April 1 
Temperature 46.  Sunny - cool - damp.  2 boxes fish out of 13 
nets.  Nice day on lake.  Henny gone to Council meeting. 
Friday, April 2 
Clear day.  Went to town - had dinner with Ila.  20 boxes fish. 
Saturday, April 3 
Fair weather.  Gerry came on Challenger.  Masquerade at 
school.  23 boxes of fish out of 17 nets. 
Sunday, April 4 
Gerry left at 5 PM.  Henny went to Church Council meeting. 
Monday, April 5 
Temp. 58.  Fair - moderate south winds.  Washed and cleaned 
closets. 42 boxes fish. 
Tuesday, April 6 
Cold and damp.  Washed all the woodwork upstairs.  Had 34 
boxes fish. 
Wednesday, April 7 
A little warmer but threatening all day.  Aired all bedding and 
finished cleaning upstairs.  32 boxes. 
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     The Kelleys Island Historical Association has managed to 
build a new building next to the Old Stone Church at a cost of 
$140,000. This cost was for the completion of the outside of the 
new building. This has been completely paid by funds the asso-
ciation had built up over many years of hard work and fund rais-
ing.  
      Now we need to start on the inside of the building. We will 
need to do electrical, plumbing, drywall, heating, etc... We will 
need glass display cases, shelves, tables, chairs, benches, signs, 
etc. for the interior. The estimate we were given for just a boiler 
to heat the building was $40,000.  
    This is where you can help. 
    First, have you joined the KIHA for the 2006 year? Currently 
we have 80 paid members. Individual membership is only 
$10.00, family membership is only $25.00, a patron membership 
is $100 and lifetime membership is $500.  
     We also accept donations. The KIHA is a 501(C)3 organiza-
tion so all contributions are tax deductible. 

Dear Friends of Kelleys Island—KIHA needs your help 
     Secondly, would you be willing to donate a valuable item 
that we could auction off? If we receive enough donated items, 
the Board would like to hold an advertised auction this sum-
mer, at a date to be determined, to raise funds. If you don’t 
have any items to donate to us, then please consider attending 
the auction to purchase items. 
    Third, we need volunteer workers. Would you be willing to 
help us with dry walling, painting, landscaping, moving items, 
setting up displays, or working at the gift shop? 
    As you see we can use as much help as possible.  

Please consider making Kelleys Island history everybody’s 
business. 

Consider a sizable contribution for a specific purpose such as 
the boiler, display cases, tables and other goods needed. 

Please consider a donation for our auction. 
Please volunteer. 
Write KIHA at PO Box 328, Kelleys Island 43438 to let us 

know that you’re willing to help. 
   Kelleys Island Historical Association Board of Directors 

meeting and Council meeting.  I took Mary and kids to 
show  Enjoying a quiet evening alone. [Mary Betzenheimer] 
Saturday, April 17 
Temp 34 degrees.  Ila, Wayne, Marion and Gerry come on 4 
PM boat. 
Sunday. April 18 
Temperature 36 degrees.  Clear day.  All went out to lift a net 
to get fish for kids to take back.  Going to Beltz tonight.  (New 
entry:)   Got home at 11:30 PM.  Discussed building house. 
Monday, April 19 
Washed, ironed and washed windows.  35 boxes good 
fish.  Temp 60 degrees.  Partly cloudy until afternoon. 
Tuesday, April 20 
Temp 80 degrees.  (Really!)   At night 40 degrees. NW strong 
winds.  Washed three porches and cellar way.  Sure was 
tired!  15 boxes. 
Wednesday, April 21 
Temp 38 degrees.  Cold and clear.  Washed down bathroom 
and ironed bedroom curtains.  Baked lemon pie and sponge 
cake.  Went down to the lot after supper - Henny worked on 
lot all day.  NW to NE winds - no one on lake.  Burned the 
brush pile - at last! 
Thursday, April 22 
(No entry.)  
Friday, April 23 
Went to town.  Good day.  Stayed until 8 PM.  Came home 
with Cath (?) B. and Helen B.  11 boxes. 
Saturday, April 24 
20 boxes.  Ila, Gerry, Wayne & Marion came with 
Browns.  "M.E" wasn't ready.  Get it next Friday.  Didn't feel 
good.  Too much arguing and commotion. [M.E. is boat 
named after daughter Mary Ellen] 
Sunday, April 25 
Beautiful day.  Took Ruth Dorsey and Mother for a 
ride.  Carrol (?) over electioneering.  Kids went back on 
Challenger.  Spent early evening at Vi's.  Henny & Jack at 
Beltz'. [Vi Haig]                                             Cont. Next Page 
  

Thursday, April 8 
Beautiful sunny, windy day.  By night wind reached gale 
force.  West to northwest.  Water not down.  22 boxes.  Boat did-
n't come back last night.  Cleaned stairway. 
Friday, April 9 
Blowing very hard. West.  Men didn't work today.  Henny at 
meeting with Beltz at D.S. (I can't make this out)   for C of 
C.  Henny raked yard across the street. [C of C- Chamber of 
Commerce] 
Saturday, April 10 
Temp in the 60s.  50 boxes fish out of 17 nets.  25 boxes pickerel 
out the line.  Chamber Commerce meeting in Town Hall.  Suc-
cessful.  Ila came on 4 PM boat.  Sandra came in AM on 
boat.  Sonny bought a new airplane.   
Sunday, April 11 
Miserable day - wind (south) and rain.  Wind died out in after-
noon.  Ila and Sandra went back on Commuter. 
Monday, April 12 
Fair.  Temp 42 degrees.  Light breeze northwest.  Washed and 
started to clean living room.  42 boxes - half good. 
Tuesday, April 13 
Northeast gale.  Two freighters anchored off south shore.  Gold 
fish by the thousands at the Kelley pond culvert.  Finished clean-
ing living room.  Miserable day - rain.  Letter from Wayne. 
Wednesday, April 14 
Moderate northeast winds.  Carl Moller (?) and Jim Seeholzer 
digging a ditch to culvert to leave the fish out.  Fish boats out.  10 
boxes.  Cleaned cupboards.  Went to board meeting - Had quite a 
session until 11 PM. (Kids not learning.) 
Thursday, April 15 
Temperature 38.  Light NW wind.  32 boxes good fish - out the 
line.  Finished cleaning kitchen.  My hands!! 
Friday, April 16 
Temperature 50.  Cleaning dining room.  I am through in-
side.  Henny's birthday.  Strong south winds.  (New entry:) "S" 
shifting to NW.  Cold again.  10 boxes.  Henny gone to C of C 
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Rosella’s Diary, Cont. 
Monday, April 26 
Beautiful wash day.  Temp. 60 de-
grees.  S. E. breeze.  Planted the garden. 
Tuesday, April 27 
Several thunder showers - one severe - 
struck two trees - one in Ward's yard and 
one on Ollie S. bank - ripped bark off 
trunk to ground.  Cleaned screens and 
car.  Went to Baumans in evening.  11 
boxes. [Ollie Schlesselman] 
Wednesday, April 28 
Cool clear day.  Mr. John Bauman's 
funeral today at 10:30 AM.  Fr. Dick, 
Fr. Joe and Fr. Pheiffer - went well.  7 
boxes today - N.E. sea.  Visited Mrs. 
Schoewe and Mrs. Suhr.  Vi came for 
lunch. 
Thursday, April 29 
Temp. 44.  Beautiful clear day.  Henny 
and Beltz to town to buy lumber for 
house.  20 boxes.  Forgot specification 
plans but can get supplies. 
Friday, April 30 
Still cool - furnace fire.  40 degrees.  9 
boxes.  Pulled 3 nets.  Looked for 
Wayne and cruiser.  Called later said 
he'd come in morning.  Ila went to Ox-
ford. 
Saturday, May 1 
Temp 46.  Beautiful cool clear 
day.  Wayne, Gerry and Marion came 
from Lakeside with cruiser.   
Sunday, May 2 
Rain and NE.  Miserable.  Art up for 
dinner and lunch.  Kids left with Browns 
at 5 PM.  M. E. and Ronnie had rough 
ride from P-in-B. [Brown’s Water Taxi 
from Lakeside] 
Monday, May 3 
Temp 50.  Fair day.  Washed and 
ironed.  Henny couldn't go on lake so 
burned brush and cleaned the lot. 
Tuesday, May 4 
Temp 46 and cloudy.  Election 
Day.  Rained hard at night.  M. E. and I 
went down to Beltz' to have a letter 
typed for Henny  Henny hauled stone for 
steps.  32 boxes fish.  (Separate entry: 
1949: Temp 85 degrees.)  Went to 
town.  Bought rugs, lamp, hassock and 
maple kitchen set. 
Wednesday, May 5 
Temp 5.  Clear day.  Chick won over 
Fritz 43 to 32.  Mary went to town and 
took my fur coat to Frankel's.  Slip in 
stationary box.  Spent the evening on the 
boat.  Beautiful day - I washed bedding 

and mowed across the street.   [Frank 
“Chick” Hamilton, Fritz Martin] 
Thursday, May 6 
Cool - cloudy - rain at night.  Temp 
54.  Went to Lakeside in the "M.E."  Got 
paint and varnish.  Had a hard time get-
ting motor started.  Took V. Beltz, kids 
and Mary out riding in the after-
noon.  Henny went to Council meeting. 
Friday, May 7 
Miserable rainy day.  Strong W winds.  5 
boxes.  4 nets out the line.  Kids went to 
the show.  We tied out the cruiser. 
Saturday, May 8 
Cold.  35 degrees.  Cleared at 9 
AM.  Still windy - can't go on the 
lake.  My sewing machine came bro-
ken.  Statement arrived today.  Best 
spring ever. 
Sunday, May 9 
(No entry.) 
Monday, May 10 
Cool and raining.  Went to town.  Had 
dinner at Hanson's with Ila, Marion and 
Gerry.  Took big radio over. 
Tuesday, May 11 
Washed, ironed at night.  Worked on 
Cruiser in afternoon.  Fair day  Rained 
hard at night.  Henny went to C. C. meet-
ing at Port Clinton - Navorska and P. 
Beltz went along. 
Wednesday, May 12 
N. E. wind - cool.  Worked on 
Cruiser.  Henny came at noon.  Rained 
last night. 
Thursday, May 13 
N.E. wind - cool.  Worked on 
Cruiser.  Cleaned upstairs in AM. 
Friday, May 14 
Finished varnishing Cruiser - rained on it 
one side.  Must be done over.  Henny 
went to Lakeside to get Mama - boys 
didn't come. 
Saturday, May 15 
Fair in AM.  Jim, Wayne and Ila came on 
Challenger.  Went over at 12 PM to get 
Gerry and Marion.  Had noodle soup and 
short cake for supper.  Rained during 
night. 
Sunday, May 16 
Beautiful warm and balmy day.  Took 
Jim back at 2 PM.  At 7 PM NW rain and 
thunder storm came up - Henny in worst 
of it coming from Lakeside.  Brought M. 
E., Ron, Willard and Carol home - took 
kids over.  Mrs. Clemons met 
them.  Went to dinner at 6 PM at 
Helen's.  Lights out all night. [Willard 
Norris, Carol Haig] 

Monday, May 17 
N.W. wind, raining and cold - 
washed.  Lights came on at 10:30 
AM.  Got ironing and everything 
done.  Turned out sunny but windy. 
Tuesday, May 18 
Temp 54 degrees.  Sunny and north 
wind.  Took varnish off boat for 2nd 
time.  Went down to Beltz in eve-
ning.  13 boxes fish. 
Wednesday, May 19 
Clear & cool - helped clean house at 
Mom's. [ Mom was Rose Lange] 
Thursday, May 20 
Clear day.  Temp up to 68.  Varnished 
the boat and it looks good this time.  12 
boxes fish.  Henny dug for stone steps 
on bank.  Paul Brown hit telephone 
pole at Becker's.  Damaged car.  Lis-
tened to Cleveland & Boston - night 
game.  Clev - 13, Boston - 4. 
Friday, May 21 
Clear and cool.  Played High Mass for 
Mr. Seeholzer and  repaired pedals on 
organ. [Mr. Charles Seeholzer] 
Saturday, May 22 
Fair & cool.  Ila & Gerry came at 2 
PM.  Went to Auxiliary Bakery sale. 
[Madonna Auxiliary] 
Sunday, May 23 
Rained hard at noon.  Girls went back 
on 5 PM boat.  Went to Godfrey’s and 
Beltz - making plans for starting the 
house. [Godfrey Schock] 
Monday, May 24 
Cool and clear.  Washed down front 
compartment of cruiser.  What a 
job!  Almost got seasick.  Art and Paul 
laid out basement on new house. [Art 
Beatty and Paul Beltz] 
Wednesday, May 26 
Went to town.  First calm warm clear 
day of the spring.  Marion drove me 
around to order material for house. 
Thursday, May 27 
Clear, warm.  Light NE wind. 
Friday, May 28 
Clear day.  Got the kids at Lakeside. 
Saturday, May 29 
Blowing from NE.  Cleveland boats held 
back by weather.  8 made the trip - got 
here at 8:00 PM.  Yacht Club had a 
dance - great success.   
Sunday (Memorial Day), May 30 
Still blowing.  Services at hall and 
cemetery.  Yachts went to Pt Clin-
ton.  Wayne, Marion, Jim and Ila got 
back at 10 PM. 
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2006  
Calendar 

 
Historical Home Tour   
Saturday, July 8 
Art Show  
Saturday, Aug. 5 
Butterfly Festival  
Saturday, Sept. 9 
 
    The KIHA Board meets on 
the third Thursday of the month 
at 4:45 p.m. in the office behind 
the Old Stone Church.  If you 
have anything that you would 
like the Board to know or dis-
cuss, please contact President 
Mike Feyedelem, or another 
Board member before a Board 
meeting, or write to the Kelleys 
Island Historical Association;  
P. O. Box 328, Kelleys Island, 
OH 43438. 

If you have any comments or 
suggestions, please address them to a 
Board Member or  to the President. 

Treasurer’s report 
General Fund:   
  $32,536.38 
Checking Account:         
      4,033.72 
Total :               $36,570.10

  

Memorials &  
Donations 

In memory of Betsy Walcott by E. 
Anne Eddowes, Laura Jean & Frank 
Pohorence, Lois & Paul Brown, 
Madeleine & Roger Williams, Rus-
sell & Bea Matso,  Anne Sennish 

 
In memory of Dawn Kekelik from 

Geri & Lyle Bickley, Anne Sennish 
 
In memory of Ron Bechtel by 

Lydia (Dwelle Ohlemacher) Bechtel 
 
In memory of Patricia Baker by 

Geri & Lyle Bickley 
 
In memory of Theresa Marie Os-

theimer by Bea & Russ Matso 
 
In memory of Ivan T. Lange by 

Esther Carlson, Richard & Juanita 
Collins, Audrey Karshuk, Lois & 
Paul Brown, Linda & Thomas 
James, Dennis & Jacqueline Darling, 
Karl Beatty, Ruth Bandeen, and Bob 
Pimsner 

Monday, May 31 
Still a NE breeze.  Fishermen didn't 
work.  Took kids back to Lakeside at 
7:30 PM.  Wayne forgot billfold, Don 
his books, Gerry the fish.  Gerry fell 
down steps at bank - tore shoes - x!!*!,  if 
you know what I mean!  [Don Haig] 
Tuesday, June 1 
Beautiful day.  Had forty boxes fish - 
good for this time of year.  Television for 
the first time at Martin's and Tackie's. 
[Martin’s Bar now the Village Pump, 
Tackie ran the Casino] 
Wednesday, June 2 
Weather warm and clear.  Painted cock-
pit floor blue - All remover wasn't off so 
Vi & I went down at 8 PM and took it 
off.  Some job.  (This was on Fri, June 4.) 
Thursday, June 3 
Temp hot.  Henny went to council meet-
ing. 
Friday, June 4 
Cleaned cellar and repaired (replaced) 
screens in comb. doors.  Very hot. 
Saturday, June 5 
Ila and Gerry came in PM.  NE wind - 
fair day.  Henny went to Chamber of  

New acquisitions 
 
     P l a c -
ards were 
once used 
to identify 
houses that 
were quar-
a n t i n e d 
due to ill-

ness. KIHA has been given two of these: 
for whooping cough and chicken pox.  

Lydia (Dwelle) (Ohlemacher) 
Bechtel has recently given many family 
items to the Historical Association for 
display. It is so recent a gift that we do 
not yet have a complete list, but we ex-
pect to include more information and 
photographs in coming newsletters.  

Commerce meeting - spent evening with 
Kate.  Commencement (should have 
gone).   [ Kate Betzenheimer] 
© Jeri Yoest 
 
Rosella’s Diary back-
ground: 

Rosella’s Diary (1948) was given to 
Ila (Beatty) (Himmelein) Dick’s daugh-
ter Jeri (Himmelein) (Dick) Yoest by 
her Grandmother Rosella (Elfers) 
Beatty.   

Rosella was born  June 15, 1903 and 
passed from this life in May, 1985. She 
was raised on Kelleys Island, the daugh-
ter of Rose Moross and Walter Elfers. 
Rosella took piano lessons as a young 
girl, about age 12, traveling by ferry by 
herself with her music. After twelve les-
sons she decided she had an ear for music 
and stopped her lessons. Rosella played 
piano for silent movies at the Casino and 
dances and masquerades at the Town 
Hall.   

She also played the organ at St. Mi-
chael’s Church for forty years. She 

served on the Kelleys Island School 
Board and she was the first woman to 
be elected to Kelleys Island Village 
Council.  

     Rosella married Henry “Henny” 
T. Beatty.  Their children were Wayne, 
Ila, Gerry, Ronny, and Mary Ellen. In 
addition, they had three children who 
died in infancy.  
     Through reading Rosella’s daily en-
tries, you can get a pretty good sense of 
what life was like on Kelleys Island for 
a wife and mother in 1948. We are re-
printing the entries here through the gen-
erosity of Jeri Yoest.  Biographical 
information was written with the con-
sultation of Rosella’s daughters Ila 
Dick and Gerry Bickley.  Rosella’s 
home was the 2nd home behind the 
West home on Huntington Lane.  In 
1948 there were 500-600 year-’round 
residents on Kelleys.  Explanatory notes 
were added.  
This concludes the second excerpt from 
Rosella (Elfers) Beatty’s Diary.  We 
expect to print more in upcoming is-
sues.  Please let us know if you enjoyed 
reading them.  Thank you Jeri for shar-
ing them with us! 

Rosella’s Diary concludes for this issue... 
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